
Introducing:
12 Model 

Law Enforcement Policies
for 

Interactions with Youth



Strategies for Youth

SFY is a national policy and 
training organization dedicated to 
ensuring best outcomes for youth 
interacting with law enforcement. 

We do this through community 
engagement, police training, and 

outreach programs for youth.



SFY’s Mission is to Go Upstream

• To gatekeepers 
reduce arrests, 
escalation of 
incidents, and use of 
force

• By equipping LEOs 
and LEAs to use 
DATIE approaches

• Educate youth 
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SFY Experience in Maine 

• Training Law Enforcement 
– Policing the Teen Brain 
– Policing the Teen Brain in School

• Educational Outreach for Youth
– Juvenile Justice Jeopardy Street Games

• Review of SROs study and development 
of MOU Checklist
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Are policies necessary?
• State of Maine does not require training 

on how to interact effectively with youth
– No statewide integration of SFY’s training 
– Presented to ME LE Academy in Jan. 2023

• Most LEAs do not have policies that 
distinguish youth from adults; state doesn’t 
have model policy. Where’s the State?
(Updated 2022)

© 2022 Strategies for Youth, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

https://strategiesforyouth.org/sitefiles/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/SFY-Wheres-the-State-Report-May2017.pdf


Policies Serve as a: 

• Contract
• All are on notice
• Predictor
• Parameters
• Accountability 
• Community 

Oriented Policing
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Policies for Who?

Policies for youth should:
– Developmentally appropriate
– Trauma informed
– Equitable (race, immigrant status, LGBTQ)
– Include what treatment of youth when parents 

are arrested/residences are searched
– Include data collection 
– Transparency policies and complaint systems
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SFY’s 12 Model Polices  

• First of its kind
• Comprehensive
• Adopt & Adapt
• For LEAs 
• For/By Legislatures
• Sources:

– Consent Decrees
– Stakeholders
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Americans Think LEOs are 
Trained & Have Policies for Youth Interactions 

• Poll in September ‘23
• 56% believe officers 

guided by policies
• Approx. 65% want 

officers in schools to 
be trained, especially 
for MH

• 67% alternatives to 
arrest
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Key for Front-End System Reforms

• Ensuring gatekeepers 
are:
– Trained
– Guided
– Supported
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Policies are available at: 
  https://strategiesforyouth.org/model-policies/

SFY offers legal assistance 
to LEAs and states to support adoption of 

model policies. 
lht@strategiesforyouth.org
sj@strategiesforyouth.org 

617-714-3789

https://strategiesforyouth.org/model-policies/
mailto:lht@strategiesforyouth.org
mailto:sj@strategiesforyouth.org
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